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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 3406 
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SUBJECT: KASHMIR 

REF: NEW DELHI 2852; ISLAMABAD 2067; STATE 053925 

1. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO 

OBTAIN ANY INDEPENDENT EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE ' HARTAL" OR 
GENERAL STRIKE IN KASHMIR FEBRUARY 2. 

HOWEVER, THE MANY 

INDIAN PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE EVENT CONFIRM OUR INITIAL 
ASSESSMENT (NEW DELHI 2852) THAT IT WAS A PARTIAL BUT BY NO 
MEANS TOTAL SUCCESS. AN EXPLOSION IN SRINAGAR THE EVENING 
BEFORE, NOW THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN A GRENADE, RAISED TENSION. 
SHOPS IN SRINAGAR OPENED AT SOME POINT IN THE MORNING BUT 
CLOSED LATER IN THE DAY FOLLOWING A CLASH BETWEEN RIVAL 
POLITICAL GROUPS AND SOME STONE-THROWING. THERE WERE ALSO 
ISOLATED CLASHES IN ANANTNAGBHZ BARAMULA AND MATT AN. 
GOVERNMENT OFFICES REPORTEDLY OPENED, AND TRAFFIC WAS NORMAL. 

2. THE DELHI PRESS OF MARCH 1 1 REPORTS THAT THE AW AMI ACTION 



COMMITTEE WILL OBSERVE MARCH 17 AS "SELF-DETERMINATION 
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AWAMI ACTION COMMITTEE TO PRESENT ITSELF AS ABOVE ALL 
PRO-KASHMIRI, AND NOT THE STOOGE OF PAKISTAN, IF IT IS TO 
RETAIN CREDIBILITY IN KASHMIR. THUS, WHILE IT CONSISTENTLY 
OPPOSED THE ABDULLAH-GANDHI AGREEMENT, IT GAVE ONLY 
INDIRECT AND PRIVATE SUPPORT FOR BHUTTO'S CALL FOR THE 
HARTAL —AT LEAST UP UNTIL THE DAY BEFORE THE EVENT IT 
STILL HAD NOT PUBLICLY ACKED ITS FOLLOWERS TO SERVE THE 
HARTAL. NOW IT HAS INDEPENDENTLY CALLED FOR A PROTEST DAY 
OF ITS OWN. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, INDIAN "OFFICIAL ELURCES" 

CONFIRMED MARCH 10 THAT BHUTTO HAD SENT A LETTER TO MRS. 
GANDHI PROTESTING HER AGREEMENT WITH RASHID ABDULLAH. 
(BHUTTO FIRST MENTIONED THE LETTER IN A PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN RAWALPINDI.) THESE SOURCES SAID THE LETTER, WHICH 
REFERRED TO OTHER ISSUES AS WELL (THEY DID NOT ELABORATE), 
WAS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE GOI. JUDGING BY PRESS 
ACCOUNTS, THESE SOURCES ALSO SAID INDIA WAS LIKELY TO 
REJECT THE PAKISTANI PROTEST, ALTHOUGH THIS COMMENT IS NOT 
SPECIFICALLY CREDITED TO THEM. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

4. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. WE ASSUME THIS BHUTTO LETTER IS 
THE SAME ONE WHICH ALSO REASSURED MRS. GANDHI ABOUT 
PAKISTAN’S COMMITMENT TO THE SIMLA PROCESS, PROPOSED 
RENEWED TALKS ON OUTSTANDING ISSUES, AND NOTED THE 
LIMITS ON PAKISTAN'S INTENTIONS IN PURCHASING ARMS. THE 
GOI HAS NOT NOTED ANY OF THESE NICER SECTIONS (NOR DID 
BHUTTO APPARENTLY) AND INDIAN OFFICIALS IN THE PM'S 
SECRETARIAT AND MEA HAVE PLAYED DUMB ON ANY KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE LETTER IN CONVERSATIONS WITH US. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

SAXBE 
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